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Multi-Club Field Trip
to Wrightwood - July 9, 2016

Snn Dimas

Old Rout 66

Blue Cut

Lost Lake Sag Pond

Lost Lake Sag Pond

Collecting Along Lone Pine Canyon Road
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Airplane Making a Rainbow in the Sky

Collecting Actinolite
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This all started 22 years ago when Senator Diane
Feinstein introduced senate Bill S.21: Called the
“California Desert Protection Act of 1994” with the
passage of this Bill there were 71 Wilderness Areas
in the California Desert encompassing 100,273.26
Sq. Miles (105,197,277 acres) of public lands were
closed to the public except by foot or horseback.

In many of the Parks, Monuments, Wilderness
Area, and so on, the public is limited to access only
to visiting a small “Interruptive Center”. The public is
not allowed to actually go into the desert itself.
Remember this is “Public Land”.

Over the next 22 years there have been many Bills
introduced to congress to withdraw more public land
from public use. Many of these Bills died in committee
and never made it to the floor but many did and many
areas were closed due to varies legislation and
litigation over wildlife habitat through the “Endangered
Species Act”.

Over the last 22 years Rockhounds have lost 75%
their collecting areas and now with the 4 new National
Monuments another 1,800,000 acres are restricted.

Before the creation of the new National
Monuments there were several bills going through
congress that had some provision that were favorable
to the recreationist and environment alike, but with
the proclamation all those bills died.

In each of the Proclamations there is a three-year
provision were the Management Agency (BLM,
USFS, NPS) is to submit to the to the Secretary of
the Interior a National Monument Plan. The BLM
has been very accommodating and has ask for our
input (this is the first time they wanted to hear from
us) the BLM rangers have said (verbally) that we
can continue collecting rocks as we have in the past

What is all this fuss abour the
Presidential Proclamation

establishing 4 new
National Monuments ?

until they get the “plan”. But remember the Presidential
Proclamation has made it “unlawful to remove any
rocks, minerals or fossils from within the boundaries
of the established National Monuments”. Just keep
in mind that if you should venture into the new
National Monument with the intention of collecting
Jasper, Agate, or any other rocks, minerals and fossils
found throughout the Desert you are in violation of
Federal Law (the written law).

The BLM is holding public meeting to obtain
information from all interested groups. It is most
important that we Rockhounds have our voices heard
at these meetings. The meetings are spread out over
the affected area. The last one was in Barstow the
next will be in Needles and then Palm Springs and so
on. There are several Rockhounds from all over the
state attending, Ofelia and I attend whenever we can,
I will publish the meetings so a few other people can
try to come to some of the meetings.

Information can be found on a variety Websites:
American Lands Access Association (ALAA) http://
www.amlands.org

(NOC is a member of ALAA)

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Desert
Advisory Council http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en.html

Also check the “Links” at North Orange County
Gem & Mineral Society http://www.nocgms.com

If you love visiting the Desert or would like your
kids and Grand Kids to be able to visit the Desert
and learn in natures greatest class room, keep yourself
informed.

Don Warthen

PS: if you want me to keep writing these Desert
Reports. Please let me know.
odwarthen@hotmail.com
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77th CFMS Show & Convention
September 16-18, 2016

Placerville, CA
Location: El Dorado County Fairgrounds

100 Placerville Drive
Placerville, CA

Hours: Fri - Sun 10 - 5 daily
Website for the Show ~Coming Soon

Dear CFMS Societies and Clubs,
We know you are looking forward to the 2016 CFMS
Show and Convention hosted by the El Dorado
County Mineral and Gem Society. This is the 77th

CFMS Show and Convention - Imagine that!

Here are some updates for your travel plans:

The Placerville KOA Campground
30 AMP’s are available.
50 AMP’s are filled, and no longer available.
Dogs – We are waiting on that information and will
let you know as soon as we hear.

Best Western Placerville, CA (530) 622-9100
We suggest you make your reservations NOW, to
take advantage of the “reserved 30 room block” for
our event. That rate is $169.99 until 7/14/2016. After
that date the price will be over $200.

If you already made reservations at the Best
Western Placerville, you can call them to get the
cheaper rate, as long as the “30 room block” has not
been filled when you call. Be sure to ask for “the
CFMS Show and preferred price.”

NOTE: The CFMS Show and the 2016 World
Panning compention are on the same dates at the El
Dorado County Fairgrounds.

“Strike Gold”

Another Gold Rush is coming to El Dorado County
September 11–18, 2016. The El Dorado County
Fairgrounds will look like the gold rush that started in
1848 when James Marshall discovered gold in the
tail races of his lumber mill, just a few miles away in
Coloma, along the South Fork of the American River.

Hundreds of competitors from around the world
will join us for a week long competition to see who is
the fastest panner. Open to the public and all ages
are welcome to compete…hope to see you there!

The 2016 World Gold Panning
Championships

Competition Schedule

Sunday, September 11 – Competition Registration

Monday, September 12 – Competition Registration

Tuesday, September 13 – Nations Parade in Down-
town Placerville, Opening Ceremonies

Wednesday, September 14 – Competition Begins
with Qualifying Rounds

Thursday, September 15 – Qualifying Rounds Con-
tinue

Friday, September 16 – Qualifying Rounds Con-
tinue

Saturday, September 17 – Quarter and Semifinal
Heats

Sunday, September 18 – Finals, Awards & Closing
Ceremonies

www.eldorado2016.com
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