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President’s Message

by Don Eschbach
Our program for September was outstanding. Marc

Willis, Geology teacher from Fullerton Collegegave a
terrific presentation on the “ Geology and Minerals of
Hot Springs Arkansas Ared’. Great job Nancy Bird,
for providing agreat programfor us. Weareall looking
forward to our own club member Mike Beaumont’s
presentation on “San Diego Formations” at our
October meeting.

| would like to remind everyone that our live and
silent auction will be at our November meeting. Please
bethinking of itemsyouwould liketo donatefor either
theliveor silent auction.

At our last meeting | mentioned that it might befun
to bring a “mystery rock,” mineral, or fossil to the
September meeting. Unfortunately, we did not have
timeto reveal the identification of the two rocks that
were brought. Dave Swanston brought areally cool
mystery rock that turned out to be Rainbow Obsidian.
| brought in the blue agate slab, which came from
Horn Coral. Both stones would make beautiful
jewelry. Lets try this again. See if you can stump
everyone at the October meeting. Bring your mystery
rock and you can tell everyone what it is towards the
end of the meeting.

| would aso liketo thank everyonefor thewonderful
displaysof jewelry and rock samplesthat they brought
infor display. Letskeepthislongtimetradition going.

We still have club patches available to purchase.
We have 2¥-inch patches and 3-inch patches. The
smaller patches can be worn on shirts, etc., and the
larger patch on jackets, hats, etc. The cost will be
$1.50 per patch.

Just areminder to contact Kathy Eschbach at (562)
943-8736 for reservations to our Awards Dinner on
December 11, 2007, at Portofino Italiano Restaurant,
651 W. Whittier Blvd., La Habra 90631, Telephone
(562) 690-1765 from 6:00 p.m. —9:00 p.m. The cost
is $13.00 per person. Time is running out and we
need to reserve your seat. Please mail your check
made payable to: “North Orange County Gem &
Mineral Society,” and mail it to Kathy at 12430 S.
Maybrook Ave., Whittier, CA 90604, or you may bring
it to the General Meeting.

NOC Club Activities

Board Meeting— TBD

Field Trip— Bowers Museum — Oct.13.
Camp Zzyzx — March 23-30, 2008
Deadlinefor NOC News— Oct.17.
Cruise — Jan,2008 — Seelzzie

October Meeting

Date: October 9
Time 7:00 p.m. Main Meseting
Pace LaHabraCommunity Center

101 W. LaHabraBlvd.
Program: MikeBeaumont will presenting atalk on
“San Diego Formations’ - aPowerPoint presenta
tion of an overview of thegeology of San Diego.

Refreshments

Frank and Kim Winnwill bring the goodiesfor
the September meeting. Thanksto Randy Hetrick
& MailynKline for bringingthegoodiestothe June
mesting.

Members in the News

HAPPY BIRTHDAY and have a wonderful day
al of you who were born in October.
Janice Arp
Bob Cordero
Misha Farinech
Susan Hansen
Jennifer Hanson
Yolanda Schirer
Ofelia Warthen
Frank Winn
Kim Winn
Your gemstoneis Opal or Tourmaline.
Your flower is Calendula or Cosmos
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Shows and Events

Boron Field Trip

October 13-14 2007, Trona, CA

SearlesLake Gem & Minera Society

“66th Gem-O-Rama’

SearlesLake Gem & Minera Society

13337 Main Street

Hours: Sat. 7:30- 5; Sun. 7:30- 4

BonnieFairchild (760) 372-5356

Email jbfarchild@verizon.net

Web site: http:/Aww. 1.ivwvisp.com/tronagemcl ub/
tronagemd ub.html

October 20-21 2007, Whittier, CA
Whittier Gem & Minera Society
Whittier Community Center

7630 Washington Avenue

Hours: Sat. 10-5: Sun. 10-5

Jay Valle: (626) 934-9764

November 3-42007,Anaheim, CA
American Opal Society

Clarion Hotel Anaheim Resort

616 Convention Way (off Harbor Blvd.)
Hours: Sat. 10-6; Sun 10-5

Jm Lambert (714) 891-7171

Emall: jlamb777@yahoo.com

Website: opal society.org

November 3-4 2007, L ancaster, CA
Pamdale Gem & Minera Society

2551 W. Ave. H, Hwy 14

Hours: 9- 5 both days

Susan Chaissin-Walblom (661) 943-1861
Email: SL Chaisson@yahoo.com
Website: pgms@antel ecom.net
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Stone for Month of
October is Opal

by Ofelia Warthen
References. Gemstones of theworld
by Walter Schumann

Thenameisderived fromanindianwordfor “ Stone.
It is divided into three groups. The opalescent
precious opals, the yellow-red fire opals and the
common opals. Their physical properties vary
consderably. Thecolor canbewhitegray, blue, green,
orange. Mohs' hardnessvariesfrom5to 6 1/2.

Precious Opal: The special characteristicisits
opd escence, arainbowlileiridescencewhich changes
with the angle of observation dueto refelction and
interferenceeffectsof very smal spheresof theminera
cristobalite embedded in asilicious jelly cement.
When water content is reduced the opalescence
lessens and the stone may crack. Store stonesin
damp cottonwool.

FireOpal - Orange-Red: Showsno opaescence
andisusudly milky andturbid. Thebest quditiesare
clear and transparent. They are very sensitive to
stress. Important depositsarein Mexico; a so Brazil,
Audrdia

Common Opal: Mostly opaque, without play of
color, itisquitecommon. Many namesare used for
itintrade such as: agate opal (agate with amorphous
opd layers), hydite, wood opa, honey opd, milk opd,
mother of pearl opal, prase opal formerly called
chrysopal & if dendritesareincluded, mossopal.

Opals are thought to be bad luck to wear unless
they areyour birthstone. Onestory is, duringthe Black
Deathinthe 14" Century the peopleof Venice, Italy,
noticed that opals became brilliant when awearer
caught the disease and dulled when the person died.
Another story claimsthat inthe 17 Century court of
the French King, his coaches were named after
gemstones. Thedriver of Opa wasusudly drunk and
thecoachwas conddered unlucky. Inthe Orient, Opd
standsfor loyalty and hope. Opal isgorgeousand
beautiful, soit al dependswhat you want to believe.

Aninteresting fact about Australiaisthat the opa
localitiesarevery hot, so when minesare exhausted
those excavations near the surface are adapted to
providerdatively cool living conditions. Webdieve
that Joan and Walt Abramson lived in some of these
homesduring their hunting for opa inAustralia

Chocolate Candy
for All
NOC Members to Enjoy

Recipe submitted by Ms. Rae Smith

8 0z semi sweet chocol ate squares
6 0z Butterscotch drops

1 Cupwalnuts

Put first 2in microwave 2 minutes.
Stir & Add nutsafter 1 minute.

Use pizzapan, cover top withwax.
Paper & drop mixtureonthis.
Freezefor about 10 minutes, cut into

squares & have FUN!

(MsSmith brought thiscandy to picnic)
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NOC Board Meeting Minutes
La Habra Community Center
September 11, 2007 at 6:00 PM

by Jay Valle, NOC Secretary

Themeeting wasopened by President Don Eschbach
at 6:00 PM. at the Community Center.

Attended by: Don Eschbach, Richard Shirer, Don
& OfdiaWarthen, Don & LorettaOgden, Bill & 1zzy
burns, Jay & Kathy Valle, Nancy Bird and Mike
Beaumont.

1. VotetoAmend theArticlesof I ncor poration

Don Eschbach began the meeting with adiscussion
of the proposed changes to the Articles of
I ncorporationwhichwould bringusmoreclosaly in
line with the 501(c)(3) incorporation change that
NOC isseeking.

OfeliaWarthen asked that thelist of changesberead
and Don Eschbach read thefollowing to the Board:

Articlell, Paragraph B, readsasfollows:. “ The specific
purpose of this corporation is to enjoy and promote
interest in the lapidary arts and related fields.” The
articles of the incorporation of the corporation is
amended to read asfollows: “ The specific purpose of
this corporation is to promote, study and educate the
youth, seniors and the community in general, in the
sciences of mineralogy, geology, lapidary arts and
other earth sciences.”

Article V reads as follows: “ The property of this
corporation is irrevocably dedicated to charitable
purposes and no part of the net income or assets of
this corporation shall ever inure to the benefit of any
director, officer or member thereof or to the benefit of
any private person. Upon the dissolution or winding
up of the corporation, its assets remaining after
payment, or provision for payment, of all debts and
liabilities of this corporation shall be distributed to
a nonprofit fund, foundation or corporation which is
organized and operated exclusively for charitable
purposes and which has established its tax exempt
status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code.” The articles of the incorporation of the

corporation is amended to read as follows: “ The
property of this corporation isirrevocably dedicated
to charitable, scientific and educational purposesand
no part of the net income or assets of this corporation
shall ever inure to the benefit of any director, officer
or member thereof or to the benefit of any private
person. Upon the dissolution or winding up of the
corporation, its assets remaining after payment, or
provision for payment, of all debts and liabilities of
this corporation shall be distributed to a nonprofit
fund, foundation or corporation which is organized
and operated exclusively for charitable purposes and
which has established its tax exempt status under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.”

(Don Eschbach continued) When we submit the
gpplicationto changefroma501(c)(4) toa501(c)(3)
wemust emphasi ze education. Also, thenameof the
person on theArticles of Incorporation must bethe
same asthe name of the person onthe Application.
The person whose nameison our current Articlesis
long deceased.

M otion: 1zzy Burnsmadethe Motion that we accept
thechangesto theArticlesof Incorporation asread.
The Motion was seconded by Richard Shirer.

Discussion: Thischangewould dsodlow usto seek
Grants and Donations needed for the proposed
workshop, and other projects.

Vote: TheMation carried unanimoudly.
2. Equipment Donated

Several piecesof lapidary equipment were donated
to NOC for usein our proposed workshop, including
an 18" dabsawinexcdlent condition, severd grinders
and polishing unitswithmotors(silicon carbidetype),
2-10" trim saws, 2 flat laps, aburnout oven (220V)
and atumbler with several barrels.

Currently, they arebeing storedinasdeyard outside
at Don & Kathy Eschbach’s house. Jay Valle and
Don Reese suggested that several plastic trash cans
with sealablelidsbe purchased to store and protect
the equipment for the weather. Don Eschbach
requested that the Board authorize himto purchase
4 trash cansfor thisuse.
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Richard Shirer madeaM otion that weauthorize Don
Eschbach to purchase4 plastic trash canswith lids
to store the equipment and Frank Winn seconded
theMotion. Thevotewasunanimousinfavor of the
Motion and the Motion carried.

3.Communicationon Field Trips

Don Eschbach opened adiscussion of whether the
Club should purchase some 2-way radiosfor useon
fiedtrips.

Discusson: CBshavebeenthecommunicationdevice
of choicein the past but the small hand-held FM
radioshavegained in popularity because of their low
cost and ease of use.

Hand-held FM transcelvershave severa drawbacks
- they do not put out a lot of volume and can be
difficult to hear when off the pavement; they have
tendency to distort voices and can be hard to
understand (different brands of radio may be better
than others); they need to be higher distancetypesas
the 2 milerange units, for example, may not reach
car-to-car over as little as a 1/4 mile when
caravanning. They areprimarily “openair” andline
of sight devices. Themetal of the car degradesthe
sgnd betweenvehicles,

CBsaremorerugged, theantennaismounted outside
the car, either permanently installed or atemporary
magnet mount type, so thesigna doesnot havetogo
through the car body to reach another radio. Hand
held unitswork ok, though somehave problemswith
ditortionwhenthevolumesareturned high (off road/
noisy car). Permanently installed CBswith associated
antennaarereliable and effective but have ahigher
initial cost and many vehicleslack aplaceto mount
them.

Nodecisonwasreached regarding if the Club should
purchaseradiosor CBs. Don Eschbach directed Jay
Valle to research these two types of car-to-car
communicationto seewhat therel ativemeritsof each
are, and to make arecommendation asto which he,
asFiedTrip Chairman, prefers.

4. Other Business

e DonWarthen reminded usthat wewould be
voting onthe Bylawschangesinthe Regular
Mesting, later tonight.

e Therewasaclarification of theBoard position
of Federation Director: thejob of Federation
Director isdefined by NOC Bylaws, not by the
CFMS.

NOC Member’s Reminder

by Don Warthen

Please start collecting your collectibles for the
November Auction Meeting. Remember, thisisour
annual fun, fundraiser for the Christmas Party.

Show Time

by Don Warthen

Hi Everyone,
Timeto get back to work. | have scheduled ashow
meeting for Wednesday October the 3 at 6:00
pm. at the Community Center.
Weneed to:

1. Decideonathemefor the show.

2. Look at the show setup.

3. Setupcommittees.

4. Determinehow many dealerswewant this
year and how muchwewill chargethem.

And anything you can think of.

Pleaselet meknow if can beat the mesting.
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NOC General Meeting Minutes
La Habra Community Center
September 11, 2007

by Jay Valle, NOC Secretary

Call toOrder: Don Eschbach called themeetingto
order at 7:00 p.m. and led theflag salute.

Membership: There were 23 members and 4
guestssigned in at the start of the mesting.

JuneMinutes. Don Eschbach asked if therewere
any correctionsto the June Minutesaspublishedin
the September Newsdl etter. Therewere none so the
minuteswill stand asread.

Treasurers Report: Don Warthen gave the
Treasurers Report. No correctionsso they will stand
asread.

Fied Trips: Jay Valletold usthat the Clubfieldtrip
for September 29-30 will beto Big Bear and said
that mapsand signup sheet werelocated on the back
table. A CFM Sfield trip to Boron ishappening on
Saturday, September 22 - anyonecango - infoison
back table.

Federation Report: LorettaOgden asked Ofelia
Warthen to talk about Camp Paradise. Camp
paradiseislocated about 40 milesnorth of Marysville,
it haslotsof activitiesand workshops, costs $300.00
and happensthe 1t two weeks of September. Loretta
said that on October 1st, you can sendinyour forms
for ZZY ZX, whichis scheduled for March 23-30,
2008. See L orettafor theforms.

Librarian Report: Magazinesand booksavailable
on table for checkout. Ofelia Warthen asked for
members who have books checked out to please
returnthem.

Program for October: Nancy Birdtold usthat Mike
Beaumont will presenting a talk on “San Diego
Formations’ - a PowerPoint presentation of an
overview of thegeology of San Diego.

Refreshments. Kathy Vallethanked Randi Hitrick
and MarilynKlinefor bringing therefreshments. Next
month the Frank & KimWinn haveagreedtorefresh
us.

Show Report: DonWarthentold usthat the 1st show
meeting will be held soon so we can get the
committeesworking.

Social Report: Eleanore Pleinestold usthat L oretta
Ogden poked aholein her eardrum whilemessing
with amanzanitabush but sheisok. Nancy Bird's
surgery hasbeen postponed. Norberto Elicker’sson
died aweek ago Wednesday (NorbertoisaNOC
member who livesin Northern Caifornia).

Chamber Report: DonWarthen - Contact Don if
you aregoingto any of thefollowing events.

-Sept 12:  Ribboncutting at USA Dance Studio
-Sept 14:  Ribboncutting at Yadgar Yogurt Place
-Sept18:  Board Mesting

-Sept 19:  After hoursmixer

-Sept 20:  Another Ribbon cutting at new
business

-Sept 26:  Breakfast to recognize firemen and

policeof thearea; ticketsare $15.00, will beat the
country club at 7:30 a.m., they have asked NOC to
donate itemsfor door prizes. You can also pay an
extra$15.00 to sponsor apoliceman or fireman to
the event (some membershave aready donethis).
-Sept27:  “Good Morning La Habra’ at the
Community Center, breakfast at 7:30am. (Free)

Bylaws Change & Changes to Articles of
I ncor poration (Don Eschbach):

1. The Bylawswould reflect achangeto theterms of
officersso that all elected officersof NOC would
servethar 2-year termsat thesametime. Right now,
1/2 the board is el ected during the even years and
theother positionsinthe odd years.

Frank Winn madeaMotion to changethe Bylavsas
stated; Randi seconded theMotion. Themotionwas

unanimoudy passed.

6
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2. The NOC Articles of Incorporation need to be
amended to allow usto change out corporate status
fromab01 (c)(4) toa501 (c)(3). Theverbiageneeds
to be changed to refl ect more emphasison education.
Thesignatureson theArticlesand theApplication
need to match.

L orettaOgden made aM otionto accept the changes
to the Articles of Incorporation as listed in the
September bulletin and explained by Don Eschbach.
Nancy Bird seconded the Motion. After some
discussionthevotewastaken and theMotion carried
with none opposed.

Other Business:

Don Eschbachtold usto take al ook at the conceptud
drawings for the proposed workshop over on the
Sdetable. Alsoweshould ook at the cardsand thank
you notesfrom thekidsattending our Summer Day
Camp program.

<PROGRAM>

Marc Willis, a geology teacher from Fullerton
College, presented a program on the Geology &
Mineralsof the Hot Springs, Arkansas Region.

<Break & Drawing>
Other Business- Continued:

New NOC Club patches available - good for
jackets, vests, etc.

Need donationsfor the upcoming November Auction.

Awards Banquet/Christmas Party - need to sign up
soon.

Don Eschbach thanked Richard Shirer for getting a
donation of |apidary equipment for NOC and said
pictures of the equipment could be viewed on front
table.

Petrified Wood

Identification Seminar
Lecturer: Paleobotanist Walt Wright

For new members of the NOCG& MS,
Walt Wright is also a member.
Where:  Northland Pioneer College
Painted Desert Campus
Community Education Center
2251 N. Navgjo Blvd.
Holbrook AR 86025

Seminar Schedule: (Mountain Standard Time)
Fri., Oct. 5, 2007: 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 6, 2007: 9:00am. - 9:00 p.m.
Sun., Oct. 7, 2007: 9:00am. - 6:00 p.m.

Field Trip:

Oct. 8 or 9 or 10 7:30am. - 5:00 p.m.
Registration Information:

Students should register for the seminar and one field
trip section.

Pre-register weekdays at any NPC location between
8amand 4 p.m. or call toll-free 1-800-266-7845,
ext. 7660 to enroll by phone and pay feeswithaVISA
or Master Card.

Cost:

ArizonaResidents: $69.00 (tuition $44.00 plus $25.00
fee)

Out-of-State: $101.00 (tuition $76.00 plus $25.00 fee)

(Seniors, 60 and older, qualify for half pricetuition)

Beverages and light refreshments will be provided
during the seminar. Mea sand lodging are on your own.

For more information, contact:
Dr. Patrick Canary
Associate Dean of Arts & Sciences
patrick.canary@npc.edu
(928) 524-7350, (800) 266-7845, x 7350
Ms. Bobette Welch
Secretary to the Dean
bobette.welch@npc.edu
(928) 524-7349, (800) 266-7845, x 7349
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66th Gem-O-Rama
Searles Lake G&MS

by Jay Valle, NOC Field Trips

When: October 13-14, 2007
Sat. 7:30am. - 5p.m.
Sun. 7:30a.m. - 4 p.m.
Where:  SLG&MSLapidary and Show Building

13337 Main St. (corner of Main &
TronaRd.) --Trona, CA

Fidd Trips.

SearlesDry Lake- (2 /2 hr. tripson Sat. and
41/2 hr. on Sun.)

Registration: 7:30-9:00am. and 1:30- 2:30 p.m.
You must register togoonfieldtrips.

Mud Trip - Sat. only - Departure 9 am. - Cluster &
barrel kanksite, trona, borax - $8 per car.

Blow Hole- Sat. only - Departure 2:30 p.m. -
Hanksite, haliate, borax, sulfohaliate- dry surface-
$8 per car.

Pink Halite- Sun. only - Departure9am. - Inbrine,
beneath hard salt - $10 per car

Pinnacles National Natural Landmark -

Self guided, info at show - FREE.

Searles Valley Minerals Plants- Sat. only:
11,12,1and 2 - in bus - FREE.

SearlesL akePink Halite: From the source -
wholesaeprices- All pink Haliate collected with
permission of SearlesVdley Minerals.

Other Show Activities: 20 Dealers- 50 Exhibits-
Geode cutting and sales-Demondtrations- Games-
Gemdig - Freeparking - FreeAdmission - Grand
Prize Drawing - Hourly door prizes.

Good Food: In Catered Cafeteriain Show Building

LiveTheater: LivingHistory, An Eveningwith John
Searles, Sat., 7:30 p.m.

History House & Old Guest House Museum -

Sat. 10am.- 4 p.m., Sun. 10 am.- 2 p.m.

PancakeBreakfast: TronaCommunity Church
(2 blocksnorth of show) Sat. & Sun.6-10a.m.

TronaElksLodgeDinner: Sat. 4- 7:30 p.m.

Accommodations: Valley WellsRecreation Area -
5.3milesN. of show, $5/vehicle (dry camp, noresv.)
Trona RV Park - 1 mile south of show, (water, sewer
- resv. 760-372-5357 ask for Mike)

NOC Field Trip
Saturday, October 13, 2007

by Jay Valle, NOC Field Trips

For October, we have been invited to join the
Monterey Park Club at the BowersMuseumto see
the Michael Scott Collection.

The Michael Scott Collectionisthe most
important private gem collection in the United
States, with few rivalsin the world outside of the
royal families; the Michael Scott Collectionisback
at Bowers Museum and features even more
luxurious pieces. GEMS Colors of Light and
Sone.

GEMS Colorsof Light and Soneisthe
most important exhibition of colored gemstones,
diamonds and gems as art ever showninaU.S.
museum.” says Dr. Peter Keller, president of
Bowers Museum, who is also a geologist and
gemol ogist and who curatesthisexhibit.

In GEMS Colors of Light and Stone
you' Il see most of the major gem speciesin every
color and variety known. In addition, you'll see
very rare examplesof little known color varieties
such asgreen tanzanitesand “ e ectric-blue’ Paraiba
tourmalines. It also includes examples of cut
“collector” stones - thosetoorareto beusedin
thegeneral jewelry trade; antiquejewelry fromthe
mid-19th to early 20th centuries; spectacular gem
carvings, including those by German artistsBernd
Munsteiner and Gerd Dreher; and the work of
Sesttle-based silversmith/contemporary artist, John
Marshall.

When: Saturday October 13, 2007 at 1:00 p.m.

Where: Wewill meet inthefront yard of the
BowersMuseum -- 2002N. Main &, SantaAna.
Parking acrossthestreet.

Cost: Under age 62 - $19.00
Age 62 and over - $14.00
For every 10 peoplethe 11th personisfree.
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