


North Carolina history being carved in jade
Gonovir K2 (AP RESES enough for the critics to crit

ard Sipe is a stonemason who
says he can do anything that can
be done with a rock.

As proof of his boast, he is
putting the history of North Caro-
lina on a 7,000pound hunk of
nephrite jade.

“The main reason I'm doing it
is not to bring out my ability as a
sculptor — even though [ do have
a good a good eye — but to bring
out the beauty of the stone. And
all T want is for it to be good

cize.”

Sipe is carving scenes fram 200
years of state history into a
mottled green boulder of nephrite
jade he dug out of a North
Carolina mountain 1972.

The 5+year-oid Sipe has been a
stonemason 32 years. He's also
an avid rock hound.

*“I like rock. I work in it for a
living but I like it on top of that,”
he said.

It took Sipe four vears to find
the stone he is sculpting, four

more to decide to-sculpt it and
five years to learn how.

“l was two years in working
out the polishing process,”” be
said, adding that is at least
another two years from comple-
tion. -

Sipe has invested several thou-
sand hours of time already in his
rock. He points out the shapes of
sheep and lions in its veined
surface. .

“The rock dictates {0 me,” he
said. “I kind of go as the spirit
moves me."’

This is the first art object Sipe
bas attempted with rock, but he
says he bas always had the
creative bug.

Sipe's historica! boulder will
show scenes of Catawba Indians.
pioneers and the Civil War in
relief carvings. A “tree of )ife”
with a cloud, a dove and a‘child
beside it will be carved off'the
rock to symbolize Sipe s and the
state’s Christian faith. He ¢alls
his work “Two Hundred Years on
the Road.”
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